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The committee recognized the extremely important role that effective rehabilitation services can and must play in this matter. Nonetheless, just as it was not the committee's charge to design the ideal medical home for children, it was not the committee's charge to design rehabilitation services. Instead this was addressed by stressing the need for extremely effective linkages between EMS-C and rehabilitation.
Thus, throughout its deliberations, the committee recognized the very great importance of establishing effective communication systems and of developing an information system that could obtain data to be used to assess the effectiveness of the system (and improve it continually) and to provide information useful in developing the means to prevent emergencies. If there were but one thing that this author would stress, it would be that.
In this time of national economic duress, the committee was cognizant that the matter of costs and benefits would be raised. Obtaining accurate and comprehensive data on the cost or the benefits of emergency medical systems is extremely difficult. The direct and immediate health care costs of nonfatal injuries in children are estimated to be in excess of $5 billion a year, and the indirect costs, including the loss of productive life, greatly exceed those direct costs of caring for injured children. Available estimates indicate that the implementation of comprehensive and effectively linked services for emergency medical care does ensure better outcomes and that the economic benefits of an emergency medical system for children would be very large. Therefore, the committee believes that the cost of developing an effective EMS-C would be well worth it.
The committee is aware that great thought, effort, and time will be required to develop the EMS-C that our children need and deserve. These efforts can build on the accomplishments of many groups during the past quarter-century since the landmark NRC report Accidental Death and Disability: The Neglected Disease of Modern Society. The committee believes that this is an opportune time to develop EMS-C since the country seems to be on the threshold of significant health care reform. Therefore, we hope this report will stimulate increased attention to and development of these urgently needed emergency medical services in the context of an effective system of primary care for children.
In closing, I wish to express my great appreciation and admiration to the committee and to the IOM staff for their commitment, energy, and expertise, all of which were provided ceaselessly and patiently and, most important, very productively. I have not listed them here because they are listed elsewhere, but that must not detract from the debt I owe or the admiration I have for them.
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